[Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis. Study of 46 cases].
Forty-six children with the diagnosis of juvenile rheumatoid arthritis (JRA) were studied according to the criterion of the American Rheumatism Association (ARA). No predominance was seen in terms of sex. Preschool age was preferably affected and the poliarticular form was the most frequent at the initiation. Sixty per cent of the cases followed a recurrent course. The routine clinical manifestations were fever, arthralgia, visceromegalia and exanthema. The knees were found to be the joints most frequently affected in one half of the cases. The laboratory tests showed in all of the cases, increased sedimentation rate, hypergammaglobulinemia and in 33% of the cases, the rheumatoid factor was positive. The most frequent X-ray changes were: increase of soft parts and osteoporosis in 38% of the cases, without radiological changes in 25% of them. Thirty-four percent of the patients remained without articular sequelae and approximately in one half of the cases, functional incapacity was minimal.